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Dear Readers: The Sungkom is pleased to bring you news
about the activity of the Lao-American community in
Connecticu, such as Lao culture events, health care
prevention, education, employment opportunity and other
related issues that effect the life of the Lao-American. If you
have any news or announcements that you would like to
make through our newsletter, please feel free to send your
information to laoact@comcast.net. Attention: Sai Sungkom
Newsletter. Your input, such as ideas, positive story on how
to promote education for our children, economic
opportunities for unemployed people, equal access to

services, graduation of your son/daughter from school and
other lnformatlon that will benef our commumly
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Volunteers: Eric Thepsiri and friend: On 5/3/09, the LAC
launched health care prevention and Census flyers and water
bottle distribution at Wat Lao Buddhadham, S. Windsor, CT
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A brief questions and answers of the L.A.C.
0. What is the Lao Association of Connecticut, Inc.

A. Lao Association of Connecticut, Inc. is an

organization belongs to all Laotians. It’s a non-
profit organization and shall never be used for
individual gain or used for favorable group of
political party. Registered in the State of
Connecticut as a 501c3 status of IRS codes and have
a federal Employee Identification Number (EIN).

Q. When the organization established and what is the
purpose?

A. The organization established in 1980 to unify all
Laotians, to support each other in time of need, to
protect and preserve the Lao culture,Lao language, art
to build network with other organizations who have
similar or same objectives and to teach Lao language,
art and culture to young generation and interest
persons.

Q. Are the Board Directors/Members get pay for their

time to serve the LAC?

A. No. They are all volunteers and proud to serve their

community.

Q. How long each Board Director/Member serves and for

how many terms?
A. Each Board Director/Member can serve a four
years term, not more than two terms.

Q. What the Lao Association is doing?

A. The Lao Association follows the answer number two

above to the best of their ability, such as unite Laotians,

promote and preserve culture, reinforce bonding among

Laotians, families and friends by organizing the Lao New

Year party, teaching the Lao language for the young

generation and other interest persons, help each other in

time of need and overall to improve the quality of life of
the Laotian American.

Q. If1 become a member of the LAC what do I get?

A. There are many benefits you will be getting, such as

you are proud to be Laotian and have the organization

that you can call my organization. You have a sense of
belonging as a group who can understand and feel like
you, and have the same culture, language, art and the
most important is you, your parents or your ancestry come
from Laos. You will be proud to help protect and preserve
your own culture, language and art for your children. You
can help your own people as a group in the time of need.

If you are being treated unfairly by other persons or the

authorities, the LAC can help to fight for you/with you to

get justice. You will get support in time of need and many
more benefits. You are not alone. We are here with you
and for you

Q. What kind of support the Lao Association needs?

A. First of all, the Lao Association needs you to become a

member. You can be part of the team to improve the LAC

by participating in Board member, give advice, be
committee/sub-committee member, advocacy to promote



mutual understanding, participating in LAC activities,
represent the LAC when the time of need, help to build
network with other organizations and other needs to help
the LAC achieve its goal and objectives.
“A tree without root is easily to fall. A person without
culture iﬁentity is easily to fail.”
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Supported by: Connecticut Health Foundation, the LAC

community leaders participated in the leadership work-
shop on 6/20/09. Alex, Bounthanh, Chith, Phong, Mathew,
Kerry, Sue, Phonesavanh, Dollars, Jacky & May.
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